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“The Relative Contribution of Fear of Being the butt of Laugher
(Gelotophobia) in Predicting Identity Crisis and Perceived Social
Acceptance among Youth”

Abstract

The study aimed to examine the relationship between fear
of being laughed at, identity crisis, and social acceptance among
a sample of 300 young adults, aged 18—39 years (M = 21.35 +
3.7). The research tools employed were the Scale of Fear of
Being the butt of Laugher, the Identity Crisis Scale, and the Social
Acceptance Scale (developed by the two researchers). Findings
revealed a statistically significant positive correlation between
fear of being laughed at and identity crisis, and a significant
negative correlation between fear of being laughed at and social
acceptance at the 0.01 level. No significant differences were
found with respect to gender or place of residence (except for
social acceptance), or participation in community activities
(except for hypersensitivity). However, significant differences
emerged according to economic status in certain dimensions.
Moreover, fear of being laughed at significantly predicted both
identity crisis and social acceptance among young people.
Keywords: Fear of Being Laughed At (Gelotophobia), Identity

Crisis, Social Acceptance.
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