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A Geopolitical Analysis of Marine Resources in the Eastern
Mediterranean: Between Sovereignty and Regional Rivalry
Abstract
In recent years, the Eastern Mediterranean basin has emerged as
a strategic arena for regional and international competition,
driven by the intersection of geographic and geopolitical factors
with the rapid discovery of energy resources—most notably
natural gas. Since 2009, these discoveries have imposed a new
reality that reshaped the national security priorities of the
coastal states, particularly Egypt, which holds a pivotal
geostrategic position, advanced energy infrastructure, and a
regional status that qualifies it to lead the evolving balance of
power in the region, This evolving context has transformed
competition in the Eastern Mediterranean beyond geographic
and economic boundaries into a broader struggle over maritime
influence and the redefinition of maritime jurisdiction zones.
Against this backdrop, Egypt has emerged as a balanced and
responsible actor, seeking to reinforce the principles of
international law and maximize its gains from marine wealth
through the delineation of its exclusive economic zones and
active engagement in regional frameworks such as the East

Mediterranean Gas Forum.
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