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Online Stigma as a Mediating Variable Between Cyber Blackmail

and Suicide:
The Cases of Bassant Khaled and Naira Salah as Model

Abstract

This study aims to address the issue of cyber blackmail in Egypt

by examining the relationship between online social stigma,

cyber blackmail, and suicide. The central research question

is: Why does the feeling of social stigma due to cyber blackmail

lead to suicide in Egypt? To answer this question, the study relies

on Hirschi’s Social Bond Theory, employing anthropological

methods, questionnaires, and content analysis.

The findings of the study are as follows:

1. The stronger and more cohesive the relationship between
the victim of cyber blackmail and their family, the less
likely they are to feel social stigma and, consequently,
resort to suicide.

2. 100% of the study sample confirmed that the family plays
a fundamental role in mitigating the victim’s feelings of
social stigma due to cyber blackmail and is responsible for
their protection.

3. The study proved that online stigma is persistent and
affects the family, not ending with the victim’s death. In
some cases, it may even begin after the victim’s death, as
seen in the two cases examined in this study.

Recommendations of the Study:

1. Increase family awareness of these crimes and how to
address them.

2. Strengthen social bonds within families and communities.

3. Enact stricter laws to deter such crimes.

Keywords: Stigma, Online Stigma, Cyber Blackmail, Suicide.
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