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National Intelligence Bulletin March 1, 1976

ARGENTINA

A number of key congressmen have told the US embassy in Buenos Aires that a
military coup against President Peron is now inevitable.

The congressmen point out that the proposed attempt by the legislature to
unseat Peron would be difficult. Moreover, the congressmen doubt that breakaway
Peronists would actually vote to depose Peron. Just last week the dissident Peronists
helped defeat an impeachment measure.

There has been no reaction to the government’s new economic proposals,
issued last Friday. There is, however, no reason to expect that the new plan, which
calls for new wage and price measures, will be enough to thwart a coup attempt.

It appears likely that, in the event of a coup, army Commander in Chief
General Videla would be named president by a military junta. Civilians probably
prefer Videla because he resisted early calls for a military take-over and is widely
considered a man of moderate political views.

In the event of a coup, political parties and labor groups would remain largely
unchanged. According to one report, national elections, set for late this year, would
be canceled, and congress would be closed. In the event of serious setbacks for the
new government, however, Videla might be pressured by his more aggressive military
colleagues for still more stringent policies.

Recent reporting indicates that the cabinet would be dominated by the
military. Army General Harguindeguy and Admiral Montes are said to be in line to
take over the interior and foreign relations ministries. The Ministry of Economy
might go to another army general or possibly to a conservative civilian economist.
All current indications are that a militarv _novernment would seek harmonious
relations with the US.[

Jw\
CIA National Intelligence Bulletin, Argentina: Coup prospects, Top
Secret, March 1, 1976, https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/document/20744-
05.
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3/16/76.

Lieutenant General Daniel O. Graham, former
Director, DIA, was contacted concerning the content of
referenced teletype by Supervisor Liaison Officer T. D. J.
Brooks, Intelligence Division, on 3/16/76, and he advised
that information concerning the Argentine Armed Forces
planned coup-.d'etat in Argentina deposing President
Iseﬁ;la*&artinez‘de Peron came to his attention during
his recent visit to Argentina and he had brought this
information to the attention of American Ambassador Hill.
He stated that while he met Raymond Molina, he did not
travel with him to Argentina and, in fact, he traveled
there with U. S. Senator Jesse Helms. He stated that he
departed Argentina inv view of the rumored coup d'etat
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FBI Memorandum, T.D.J. Brooks to V.V. Kolombatovic, “Foreign Political
Matter, Argentina,” Confidential, March 17, 1976,11 March 1976, 8:15 to 8:50

am.” Secret, March 11, 1976.
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39. Telegram 72468 From the Department of State to All

American Republic Diplomatic Posts and the Commander in
Chief of the Southern Command’

Washington, March 25, 1976, 19217Z.

72468. Subject: INR Analysis of Developments in Argentina.

1. Communiqués and statements issued by the Argentine junta do
not clarify how long the military intends to remain in power, nor
what policies will be implemented. Such evidence as exists, however,
indicates that the junta has planned a moderate conservative
approach, featuring:

—A heavy law-and-order emphasis with top priority assigned to
the counterterrorist effort.
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—A house-cleaning operation against allegedly corrupt political
and labor figures, including plans to try Perén on corruption charges.

—Avoidance of a rabidly anti-Peronist or anti-labor posture, and
an attempt to work with amenable sectors of the powerful union
movement.

—Implementation of a moderate austerity program which will
emphasize less state participation in the economy, fiscal responsibility,
export promotion, favorable attention to the neglected agricultural sec-
tor, and a positive attitude toward foreign investment.

2. Junta’s capability: There is little reason to be sanguine about the
future of the military government and its ability to provide solutions
to pressing problems. The terrorist menace can probably be controlled,
if not eradicated, but designing an economic strategy which will pro-
mote recovery without provoking widespread opposition will be diffi-
cult. The austerity measures favored by many experts, as well as the
junta itself, cannot be enforced without considerable sacrifice on the
part of a working class not inclined to pay the price. Persistent efforts
to enforce austerity would probably produce a combination of popular
resistance and policy disagreements within military circles that would
undermine the junta’s ability to rule. The path would then be open for
another governmental shift, probably involving the emergence of a
new military faction with its own approach.

3. Peron’s fate: Contrary to expectations, the junta has decided to
detain Perom within Argentina and apparently intends to try her on
corruption charges. The objective is probably to expose in definitive
fashion the alleged immorality of Peronist politics and politicians and,
thereby, prevent Peré6n’s subsequent resurrection as a martyr. How-
ever, this tactic could easily backfire. Argentines will not bemoan the
removal of Peron, but they tend to view her as a pathetic rather than
a sinister figure. The public may reject an attempt to make her solely
responsible for the nation’s ills. The junta will likely monitor public
reaction to their plans, and leave open the possibility of simply exil-
ing Perom.

4. US interests: US interests are not threatened by the present
military government. The three service commanders are known for
their pro-US, anti-Communist attitudes, and, in fact, one of the junta’s
early statements refers to Argentina’s need “to achieve an international
standing in the Western and Christian world.” Investment problems
will be minimized by the junta’s favorable attitude toward foreign
capital, while the government’s probable intention of seeking US aid,
tangible and /or moral, to overcome pressing economic problems will
provide added insurance against openly anti-US attitudes and policies.

5. Human rights is an area in which the new government’s actions
may present problems from the US perspective. Several thousand

alleged subversives are already being held under a state of siege
declared in November 1974, and that figure will mount as the security
forces intensify their counterterrorist efforts. The military’s treatment
of these individuals has been less than correct in the past, and will
probably involve serious human rights violations in the future. A har-
binger of things to come may be contained in the junta’s decree estab-
lishing the death penalty for those attacking security personnel. The
scope of this problem could reach beyond the treatment of subversives
if, over the coming months, the junta attempts to enforce unpopular
social and economic policies.

Kissinger

‘)J.AAAS\

FRUS, 1969-1976, VOL E-11, Part 2, Telegram 72468 From the
Department of State to All American Republic Diplomatic Posts and the
Commander in Chief of the Southern Command, Washington, March 25,
1976
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- Richard Nixon papers The American presidency project:
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu /documents/statement-the-death-president-
juan-domingo-peron-argentina

(1)James D. Rudolph :Argentina country study, Third Edition, 1985, American
University (Washington, D.C.). Foreign Area Studies. Ill. Series., P 64
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(2)Luis Alberto Romero: A History of Argentina in the Twentieth
Century,1994, The Pennsylvania State University Press, p 203
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(3)James D. Rudolph :op.cit., Pp64-65

(4)FRUS, 1969-1976, VOL E-11, Part 22, Memorandum No. 988/74
Prepared in the Central Intelligence Agency, Washington, July 2, 1974.

(5) The washingtonpost, https://www.washingtonpost.com/ archive/politics
/1981/01/28/argentina-considers-releasing-isabel-peron/e0060306-82d3-48ab-
8a83-35bc3f2b0742/.

(6)FRUS, 1969-1976, VOL E-11, Part 2, Memorandum NO. 988/74 ,Central
Intelligence Agency, Washington, July 2, 1974

(7)FRUS, 1969-1976, VOL E-11, Part 2, Telegram 6737 From the Embassy
in Argentina to the Department of State, Buenos Aires, September 7, 1974
(8)FRUS, 1969-1976, VOL E-11, Part 2, Interagency Intelligence
Memorandum DCI/NIO No. 2721-74, Washington, December 10, 1974,
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- FRUS, 1969-1976, VOL E-11, Part 2, Telegram 5637 From the Embassy
in Argentina to the Department of State ,Buenos Aires, August 27, 1976
(9)James D. Rudolph: op.cit, Pp65-66
(10)FRUS, 1969-1976, VOL E-11, Part 2, Interagency Intelligence
Memorandum DCI/NIO No. 2721-74, Washington, December 10, 1974.
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(11)FRUS, 1969-1976, VOL E-11, Part 2, Telegram 5637 From the Embassy
in Argentina to the Department of State ,Buenos Aires, August 27, 1976
(12)FRUS,1969-1976, VOLE-11, Part 2, Memorandum of Conservation,
Washington, October 6, 1976
(13)The New Times, https://www.nytimes.com1976/03/24//archives/
leftwing-guerrillas-a-force-in-argentine-factories.html?searchResultPosition
(14)FRUS, 1969-1976, VOL E-11, Part 2, Transcript of the Secretary of
State’s Staff Meeting, Washington, July 9, 1976
oa 1993¢ Cigym diall Jlx Jaagen sy Aeag ¢ gualaall allall oyl : e Sl (15)
473

(16) Gerald R. Ford papars, the American presidency project:
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu /documents/statement-the-death-united-
states-consular-agent-john-egan-cordoba-argentina

473 Ga ¢« Gl o el e Hln (17)
(18) FRUS, 1969-1976, VOL E-11, Part 2, Interagency Intelligence
Memorandum DCI/NIO No. 2721-74, Washington, December 10, 1974.
(19) FRUS, 1969-1976, VOL E-11, Part 2, Interagency Intelligence
Memorandum DCI/NIO No. 671-75, Washington, March 19, 1974
(20)The New Times, https://www.nytimes.com/1976/01/07/archives/mrs-
peron-seemingly-ill-again-fails-to-maintain-her-schedule.html?search
ResultPosition=10
(21)The New Times, https://www.nytimes.com/1976/01/08/archives
/argentines-learn-to-live-unhappily-with-inflation-of-335.html?search
ResultPosition=12
(22) James D. Rudolph :op.cit, P66
(23) FRUS, 1969-1976, VOL E-11, Part 2, Memorandum of Conversation,
Washington, May 8, 1975
(24) FRUS, 1969-1976, VOL E-11, Part 2, Telegram 6087 From the Embassy
in Argentina to the Department of State, Buenos Aires, September 10, 1975
(25)1bid
(26)Ibid
(27)1bid
(28)Ibid
(29)FRUS, 1969-1976, VOL E-11, Part 2, Memorandum of Conversation,
New York, September 28, 1975
(30)FRUS, 1969-1976, VOL E-11, Part 2, Telegram 8179 From the Embassy
in Argentina to the Department of State, Buenos Aires, December 16, 1975/
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(31)The New Times, https://www.nytimes.com/1976/01/25
/archives/terrorists-alarm-latins.html?searchResultPosition=30

(32) Luis Alberto Romero: op.cit, p 213

(33) CIA: No. 0042/75 October 17, 1975, https://www.cia.gov/ readingroom
/docs/ weekly%20summary%5B15150012%5D.
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-https://plancondor.org/en/historical-context
(34) National Security Archive, Minutes of the Conclusions of the First Inter
American Meeting on National Intelligence, Secret, Meeting Minutes,
November 28, 1975, https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/document/21754-document-01.
(35)The New Times,https://www.nytimes.com/1976/01/10/archives/mrs-
peron-pledges-to-defeat-nations-leftwing-
guerrillas.html?searchResultPosition=16
(36)The New Times, https://www.nytimes.com/1976/01/26/archives/mrs-
peron-with-new-vigor-attempts-a-political- comeback.html?
searchResultPosition=34
(37) The New Times, https://www.nytimes.com/1976/02/06/

archives/argentine-funds-aided-terrorists-ministry-reportedly-bought-
guns.html?searchResultPosition=46
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(38) National Security Archive, Budget Appeal on Foreign Aid,
https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/document/21551-document-01-budget-appeal-
foreign-aid
(39)FRUS, 1969-1976, VOL E-11, Part 2, Telegram 8233 From the
Embassy in Argentina to the Department of State, Buenos Aires, December
18, 1975
(40)1bid
(41) FRUS, 1969-1976, VOL E-11, Part 2, Telegram 660 From the Embassy
in Argentina to the Department of State, Buenos Aires, January 30, 1976,
(42) National Security Archive https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/briefing-
book/southern-cone/2021-03-23/argentinas-military-coup-what-us-knew
(43) CIA, National Intelligence Bulletin, ““Argentina: Military preoccupied with coup
prospects,” Top Secret, February 7, 1976.
(44) National Security Archive, Department of State Memorandum, William D.
Rogers to Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, “Possible Coup in Argentina,” Secret,
February 13, 1976. https.//nsarchive.gwu.edu/document/20741-02
(45) National Security Archive https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/briefing-
book/southern-cone/2021-03-23/argentinas-military-coup-what-us-knew

Ll )
- Department of State, U.S. Embassy Buenos Aires, Cable, Ambassador Robert Hill to
Acting Assistant Secretary for Latin America, Military Allegedly Wish to Send
Representative to Meet with Secretary Kissinger, Secret, EXDIS, February 16, 1976.
(46)FRUS, 1969-1976, VOL E-11, PART 2, Telegram 36721 From the
Department of State to the Embassy in Argentina, Washington, February 14,
1976.
(47)National Security  Archive, https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/briefing-
book/southern-cone/2021-03-23/argentinas-military-coup-what-us-knew
(48)The New Times, https://www.nytimes.com/1976/02/15/archives/
argentine-military-takeover-threatens-as-wrangling-over-regime.
html?searchResultPosition=54
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(49)FRUS, 1969-1976, VOL E-11, Part 2, Telegram 1373 From the Embassy
in Argentina to the Department of State ,Buenos Aires, February 28, 1976
(50)The New Times,https://www.nytimes.com/1976/02/18/archives/mrs-
peron-moves-to-block-challenge-to-her-by-
congress.html?searchResultPosition=58.

(51)The New Times, https://www.nytimes.com/1976/02/19/archives/mrs-
peron-says-she-wont-accept-a-new-term-in-77-mrs-peron-plans-
not.html?searchResultPosition=62,

(52)The New Times, https://www.nytimes.com/1976/03/15/archives
fargentina-at-the-brink.html?searchResultPosition=124

(53)The New Times, https://www.nytimes.com/1976/02/15/ archives/
argentine-military-takeover-threatens-as-wrangling-over-
regime.html?searchResultPosition=54

(54)National Security Archive, U.S. Embassy Buenos Aires, Cable, Ambassador
Robert Hill to Acting Assistant Secretary for Latin America, Military Take Cognizance of
Human Rights Issue, Secret, EXDIS, February 16, 1976.

(55)FRUS, 1969-1976, VOL E-11, Part 2, Telegram 1186 From the Embassy
in Argentina to the Department of State ,Buenos Aires, February 21, 1976,
(56)FRUS, 1969-1976, VOL E-11, Part 2, Telegram 1186 From the Embassy
in Argentina to the Department of State ,Buenos Aires, February 21, 1976,
(57)The New Times, https://www.nytimes.com/1976/03/06/ archives/
-announces-an-emergency-economic- plan.html? search argentina
ResultPosition=98

(58) Jonathan C. Brown: A Brief History of Argentina, Second Edition, Facts
on File, Inc., New York,2010, pp 242-243

(59)The New Times, https://www.nytimes.com/1976/03/06/
archives/argentina-announces-an-emergency-economic-
plan.html?searchResultPosition=98

Sarsall 3 gana 3 (Lo Jul ol e A Aitiia Y1 A )Y (e sastall LY ) (3 5a)
1706


https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1969-76ve11p2/d35
https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1969-76ve11p2/d35
https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1969-76ve11p2/d34
https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1969-76ve11p2/d34
https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1969-76ve11p2/d34
https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1969-76ve11p2/d34
https://www.nytimes.com/1976/03/06/archives/argentina-announces-an-emergency-economic-plan.html?searchResultPosition=98
https://www.nytimes.com/1976/03/06/archives/argentina-announces-an-emergency-economic-plan.html?searchResultPosition=98

2025 (L\) 18 <17 &= (Leldia¥) aglall g Cilbilaad¥) ) 2 gl dnaly GIaY) 48 Adge

(60)FRUS, 1969-1976, VOL E-11, Part 2, Telegram 1373 From the Embassy
in Argentina to the Department of State ,Buenos Aires, February 28, 1976
(61)Ibid
(62) CIA, National Intelligence Bulletin,” Argentina: Coup prospects,” Top Secret, March
1, 1976 https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/document/20744-05.
(63)Ibid
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in Argentina to the Department of State, Buenos Aires, March 9, 1976.
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(68) Ibid
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The position of the United States on the Argentine crisis during the
era of Isabel Peron

(1974 - (1976).
Abstract:

This research examines the United States' position on the Argentine
crisis during the reign of Isabel Perén, who assumed the presidency of
Argentina from July 1, 1974, to March 24, 1976. The ruling regime was
suffering from a political, economic, and security crisis that ultimately
led to a military coup against it. This led to inflation rising to 335%, the
highest rate in Argentina's history and the highest in the world at that
time. Furthermore, terrorism and political violence in the country,
perpetrated by extreme leftist and right-wing groups during Isabel
Perén's reign, were unprecedented in the country's history. This led to
the collapse of the country and threatened its stability. Isabel Perdn's
policies were unsuccessful in overcoming the crisis, and all attempts to
persuade her to resign failed. This led to the Argentine military
mobilizing against her and staging a military coup to intervene and
remove her from office, arresting and detaining her and other symbols
of the regime, and issuing military measures against them. The research
presents the United States' position on the crisis and examines the
vision of various American institutions through adopting a policy of
supporting Argentina's stability and exit from the crisis, supporting the
idea of a military coup and approving political change in Argentina, in
order to preserve American political and economic interests in
Argentina, and defending human rights in light of the escalating pace of
terrorism and the escalation of kidnappings and assassinations from
both the right and left. Therefore, the paper aims to trace the United
States' position on the various events since Isabel's rise to power in
Argentina until the military coup.

Key Terms: The United States - Argentina - Isabel Peron - the military
coup - the Argentine crisis.
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