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Abstract:

Animals are living beings having souls that feel, experience pain, and
empathize, just like humans. They have their own world and language
through which they communicate with other animals. Allah Almighty said:
“And there is no creature on the earth nor a bird that flies with its wings
but that they are communities like you. We have not neglected anything
in the Book, then to their Lord they will be gathered.” (Surah Al-
An'am:38).

Based on the above, the present research investigates one of the most
important philosophical issues, not only in contemporary environmental
ethics but also in applied philosophical thought, which is how to ethically
treat animals in a compassionate manner. Such an issue is crucial after
humans have subjected animals to experiments that disregard their
bodily sanctity and threaten their existence.

Although such issues are contemporary and controversial in applied
ethical thought, they have been discussed for a long time. Even before
the emergence of contemporary philosophical movements and human
rights organizations advocating for animal rights and equality with
humans, Islam has been a pioneer in establishing religious and ethical
legislations regarding animal rights, and Muslim thinkers have followed
the teachings of Islam to highlight the rights of animals. Al-Jahiz is one of
the thinkers focusing on both studying animals and advocating for their
rights. Al-Jahiz (775-868), one of the early scholars of theology and a
prominent figure of the Mu'tazila school, is one of the first to explore the
world of animals and uncover its secrets. Kitab al-Hayawan" (The Book of
Animals) is considered the first Arabic scientific encyclopedia on zoology
in which Al-Jahiz gives animals significant importance, studies their
behavior and virtues, and sometimes compares them to human behavior.
However, Al-Jahiz’s research on the rights of animals is tackled from a
different approach because he believes that animals have moral
behaviors and virtues through which they communicate with others,
whether human or animal companions. He calls for the "humanization" of
animals or the ethics of animals to show the importance of animals in this
world and to prove that they have rights that should be respected.
Moreover, he calls for treating these creatures in a compassionate and
kind way.

Keywords: Environmental Ethics — Animal Rights — Animal Ethics — Al-
Jahiz.
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