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Power Capabilities and Power Balance of Egypt and Regional Neighboring
Countries: A Study in Political Geography Using Geographic Information
Systems

Abstrac:
This study deals with power capabilities and balance of power of Egypt

and regional neighboring countries. The power of a state, as one of the variables of
regional balance, is the result of the interaction of the power capabilities of this state,
which are represented in its material and non-material (moral) elements. To measure
the power of Egypt and regional neighboring countries, the study relied on a set of
material and moral factors that determine the power of the state. The material factors
are: economic, military, communication power, and critical mass. The moral factors
are: political power, will to purpose national strategy, and diplomatic power. The
total elements and indicators on which the study relied amounted to about 105
elements and indicators. The comprehensive power of the countries under study is
calculated as the product of the sum of the elements of the material factors by the
sum of the elements of moral factors.

Since the state is part of the regional community, identifying its strength
cannot be done in isolation from the regional community, for power is a relative and
not absolute matter; that is, the strength of the state is viewed in light of the strength
of other countries. Egypt's regional neighboring countries covered in the study are
Ethiopia, as an African neighboring country that shares the Nile Basin with Egypt;
Israeli entity and Greece as neighboring Mediterranean countries, and Turkey and
Iran as neighboring countries adjacent to the Arab World. These countries are
chosen as regional neighboring countries of Egypt because they are active and
directly influential countries in many of the issues occurring in the region. One of
the most important objectives of this study is to identify the strengths and
weaknesses of these countries and analyze the state of the regional balance of power
between Egypt and these countries. Moreover, the study aims to identify the nature
of relations between them and delineate patterns of cooperation or potentialities of
an outbreak of conflict between them over some issues.

The study comes to the following conclusions: there is a difference between
these countries in terms of the material and moral power they possess and in turn in
terms of the comprehensive power; the moral power of the state has a significant
impact on the total power of the state, as moral factors work to raise the value of
material factors and compensate for their deficiency. Based on the elements and
indicators included in the research, the Israeli entity ranked first in terms of total
power, followed by Greece in second place, then Turkey in third place, Egypt in
fourth place, then Iran in fifth place, and finally Ethiopia in sixth place.

Keywords: balance of power, regional neighborhood, comprehensive
power, Political Geography.
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