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TNA, PREM19/374 186, MT letter to Sir Denis Follows of the British
Olympic Association (Moscow Olympic Games) [urges BOA to propose "that
the Summer Games be moved from the Soviet Union"] 22 January 1980;
THCR 3/1/5 78, MT letter to Carter (Afghanistan) [supports Olympic
boycott], Jan 22, 1980
(*%®) TNA, PREM19/374 148, Sir Denis Follows of the British Olympic
Association letter to MT (Moscow Olympic Games) ["There is little or no
support for the suggestion that the Summer Games be moved from Moscow"]
Feb 1, 1980
(**) TNA, PREM19/374 £179, Sir Denis Follows of the British Olympic
Association letter to MT ("Moscow Olympics™), 23 January 1980
(*°) Margaret Thatcher, the Downing Street Years (London: HarperCollins,
1993), p. 88.
(*") Sarantakes, Dropping the Torch, p. 86.
) Jefferys, Britain and the Boycott of the 1980 Moscow Olympics, p. 285.
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(*"*) Howell, Denis, Made in Birmingham (London: Queen Anne Press,
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TNA, PREM19/374 £179, Sir Denis Follows of the British Olympic
Association letter to MT ("Moscow Olympics™) [difficulties in moving Games
from Moscow] 1980 Jan 23; PREM19/374 £148, Sir Denis Follows of the
British Olympic Association letter to MT (Moscow Olympic Games) ["There
is little or no support for the suggestion that the Summer Games be moved
from Moscow"] 1980 Feb 1; PREM19/374 170, Department of Environment
letter to No.10 (Moscow Olympic Games) [report of discussions with Sir
Denis Follows of the British Olympic Association] 1980 Jan 28.
(**) TNA, PREM19/376 f105, MT letter to the Central Council of Physical
Recreation (Moscow Olympic Games) [MT refers CCPR's concerns to
Monro] January 24, 1980;
Jefferys, Britain and the Boycott of the 1980 Moscow Olympics, p. 285.
(*'*) Smith, Michael ‘Britain and the United States: Beyond the ‘Special
Relationship’?,” in British Foreign Policy Under Thatcher, edited by Peter
Byrd (London: P. Allan, 1988), p. 15; Ovendale, Ritchie, Anglo-American
Relations in the Twentieth Century (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1998), p.
148.
(*') TNA, PREM19/1675 194, No.10 record of conversation (MT-Prime
Minister Malcolm Fraser of Australia) [lunch conversation: Olympic Games],
4 February 1980; Thatcher MSS (Churchill Archive Centre): THCR 3/1/7 (20)
(T46A/80), No0.10 record of telephone conversation (MT-Prime Minister
Fraser of Australia) [Moscow Olympic Games] 4 March 1980
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"Olympic Review", LA84 Foundation, N. 59: p. 355, October 1972; Olympic
Review , Vol. N. 154. August 1980. pp. 410-412.
(*"®) “Athletes come first” for Olmpics chief”, The Times, Jan 3, 1980, pg. 5.
(**°) “Games Guardians: Crusty I0C Owns Olympics Crusty IOC Guards the
Olympic Flame, The Washington Post, Feb 9, 1980, pg. D1; Sarantakes,
Dropping the Torch, p. 114
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(**3) FRUS 1977-1980: Soviet Union, Vol. VI, Summary of Conclusions of a
Special Coordination Committee Meeting, Washington, February 28, 1980,
pp. 754, 757.
(**3) Howell, Op. Cit, p. 294; Morrison, Ray L., Government documents
relating to the 1980 Olympic Games boycott: a contents analysis and
bibliography, Series: ERIC reports, Educational Resources Information
Center, 1982, p. 36, 37
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Solarz, Stephen J., Journeys to War and Peace: A Congressional Memoir
(Waltham, Mass., 2011), 90; Lahey, Op. Cit, p. 39
(**°) Thatcher MSS, (Churchill Archive Centre): THCR 3/2/20 (149), MT
letter to Sir Denis Follows (Moscow Olympic Games), February 19, 1980,
(**%) TNA, PREM19/383 15, No.10 record of conversation (MT-US
Secretary of State VVance) [Soviet intervention in Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia,
Moscow Olympic Games, Turkey] 1980 Feb 21; Robb, Thomas K., Jimmy
Carter and the Anglo-American Special Relationship, Edinburgh University
Press, 2017, p. 134.
(**") TNA, PREM19/375 £36, Anthony Tuke of the British Olympic Appeal
letter to MT (Moscow Olympic Games) [MT's withdrawal of patronage from
the Appeal] 1980 Apr 10; Jefferys, Britain and the Boycott, p. 286
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March 1980, pg. 11; Robb, Op. Cit, p. 136
(**%) Dyer, Philip 1., Race, Politics and Sports History: 1960-1980, MA Thesis
in History, University of Central Oklahoma, 2023, p. 20
(**°) Parliamentary Debates, 5 th series, vol. 980 (Commons), 13 March 1980,
cols 1551-1552.
(**Y) Jefferys, Kevin, The British Olympic Association: A History, Macmillan,
2014, p. 95.
(*%) Jefferys, Britain and the Boycott, p. 287.
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(Moscow Olympic Games) [statement asserting resistance of BOA to
"political pressures"], 1980 Mar 14; Howell, Op. Cit, pp. 29-¢6; Killanin, Op.
Cit, p. 200.
(*** Howell, Op. Cit, p. 297.
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Payne, Anthony, ‘The International Politics of the Gleneagles Agreement’, the
Round Table, Vol. 80 (1991), p. 419.
(%) Jefferys, Britain and the Boycott, pp. 287-288.
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TNA, PREM19/377 165, Pattison minute to MT ("British Lions' Tour of
South Africa™) [possible Government responses if British Lions accept
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Boycott of the Moscow Olympics, p. 288.
(**%) “British delay Olympic decision for 20 days”, The Guardian, Mar 5,
1980, pg. 26.
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(**) TNA, PREM19/375 186, Sir Denis Follows of the British Olympic
Association letter to MT ("Olympic Games - Moscow") [BOA "confirms that
it is its present intention to send a British team to the Olympic Games"] 1980
Mar 7.
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() TNA, CAB 148/190, Carrington memo circulated to OD Committee -
OD(80) 27 (Olympic Games), 1980 Mar 14 ; Jefferys, Britain and the
Boycott, p. 289, Lahey, Op. Cit, p. 39.
(**) Hansard, HC Deb., 5s., vol. 981, March 17, 1980, cols 31168; Coghlan,
John F. & Ida M. Webb, Sport and British Politics since 1960 (London: The
Falmer Press, 1990), pp. 246-24-7; Hill, Olympic Politics, pp. 1441-1451;
Jefferys, The British Olympic Association, p. 96.
(*®) Dyer, Op. Cit, p. 22.
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Macfarlane, Neil & Michael Herd, Sport and Politics: A World Divided
(London: Willow Books, 1986), p. 225.
(*®) Barry Lorge, “Europeans Oppose Olympic Boycott: 62 percent of British
Favor Participaion”, The Washington Post, March 29, 1980, pg D1.
(%°") Jefferys, Britain and the Boycott, p. 290.
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letter to Sir Denis Follows (Moscow Olympic Games), Mar 19, 1980.
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Jefferys, the British Olympic Association, p. 96
@9 [ eonard Downie, ‘British Olympic Body Will Accept Moscow Bid,” the
Washington Post, 25 March 1980, A24; Reich, Kenneth, British Olympic
Body Votes to Defy Boycott of Moscow: DEFIANCE ON OLYMPICS
BOYCO, Los Angeles Times, Mar 26, 1980, pg. B1; Lahe, Op. Cit, p. 39.
@11 Jefferys, Britain and the Boycott, p. 290.
(*'®) FASCELL, DANTE B., the Good Fight in Russia: a Heavy Penalty:
Human-Rights Activists Face Increasing Pressure as Olympic Games Near,
Los Angeles Times, pg. C7.
Tulli, Op. Cit, p. 11.
(*) Trevor Beeson, ‘Religious Hurdles’, Guardian, 23 February 1980, pg.
13.
(***) “Archbishop of Archbishop of Canterbury advises British athletes not to
take part in the Moscow Olympics” The Times, 12 March 1980, pg. 1, 4.
(***) Hughes, Michael, Conscience and Conflict: Methodism, Peace and War
in the Twentieth Century, Peterborough, 2008, pp. 145-146, 160.
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(**®) Vickers, Op. Cit, pp. 96-97, 113-114, 129-130.
(**) Editorial, Tribune, 11 January 1980.
(**) Editorial, Tribune, 11 January 1980; Andrews, Geoff, Endgames and
New Times: The Final Years of British Communism 1964-1991 (London,
2004), pp. 92-95, 161-163.
(**") Corthorn, Op. Cit, p.57.
(*®) White, Brian, Britain, Détente and Changing East-West Relations
(London, 1992), p. 138.
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F.C. Westley,Editorial, Spectator, 19 January 1980, p. 3, 11; Christopher

Booker, The Games War: A Moscow Journal (London, 1981), p. 32.

(®*) Parliamentary Debates, 5th series, vol. 977 (Commons), 28 January
1980, cols 1008-1014; Frank Fazio, Nothing New under the Setting Sun:
Patrick Wall, Julian Amery, and the Death and Afterlife of the British
Empire, M. A Thesis, The Columbian College of Arts and Sciences of The
George Washington University, 2020, p.56, 62.
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cols 32, 34, 43-46.
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“Utilizing Olympic Games in Cold War Politics: Britain's
Attitude on the 1980 Summer Olympics in Moscow as a Model"

Abstract

Britain is one of only three nations to have competed at every
summer Olympics since the revival of the modern games in 1896.
But this proud tradition of association with the Olympics came
close to being interrupted in the case of the 1980 Moscow
games. This study addresses the call to boycott the 1980
Olympics in Moscow in Britain, which began since the Olympic
Committee's decision in 1974 to grant the right to organize the
1980 Summer Games to Moscow, and the impact of this decision
on the Cold War issues that formed the pivot of East-West
Relations in the 1970s, such as détente and the human rights
record in the Soviet Union, which nearly disappeared in 1979.
The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan brought calls to boycott the
Moscow Olympics back to the forefront in Britain once again
after the United States led international efforts calling for a
boycott of this session in the wake of the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan. Although Conservative Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher was a staunch advocate of supporting the boycott, she
was unable to persuade the British Olympic Association or the
majority of Olympic competitors to follow her lead. The iron
woman emerges defeated from the first crisis she addresses
alone.
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