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Iran. Journal of Environmental Science and Technology, 3(4), 208.
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resources management in the Arab World. Desalination, 152(1-3), p. 1.

2) Al-Zubari, W. K., Status of water in the Arab region, op cit., p. 1.

3) Ibid, p. 2.
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2) Ibid, p. 8.
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1) Abbaspour, K. C., Faramarzi, M., Ghasemi, S. S., & Yang, H. (2009).
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resources research, 45(10), pp. 1-2.
2) Saatsaz, M., A historical investigation on water resources management in
Iran. Environment, op cit., p. 1752.
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engineering, Shiraz, Iran, p. 3.
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Abstract

Historically, Arab Iranian relations have not been devoid of controversy,
conflict, and rivalry within their immediate geographical space. Arab Iranian
disputes in the modern era have emanated mostly from the sectarian and
ideological differences, especially with the rise of the Shi’ites in many
countries of the Arab world, and the strong presence of Iran in most of the
political turmoil and internal conflicts the Arab world is currently experiencing;
Iran is present in the Palestinian crisis and the repercussions of October 7,
2023, in the Lebanese crisis and the skirmishes that are taking place now in
southern Lebanon, and in the Yemeni crisis and its repercussions internally on
the unity of Yemen and externally on navigational security in the Red Sea.
Hence, this study aims to identify the nature of Iranian relations with the
countries of the Arab world, by studying the natural and human geography of
Iran and the countries of the Arab world, and the extent of their connection to
shaping the course of relations between the two parties. The study concluded a
set of results, most notably:

e Physical and human geographical components play a prominent role in
deciding the nature of Arab Iranian relations. It contributed to their
cooperation in the economic field, while it yielded disputes between them
in water management and borders, in addition to a rivalry in each other’s
lebensraum (living space).

e Iran’s ability to move within the Arab environment through Arab forces
and Islamic movements supporting or linked to Iranian religious and
political institutions. The most prominent of these movements are Hamas
and Islamic Jihad in Palestine, Hezbollah in Lebanon, and the Houthis in
Yemen, in addition to the presence of a pro-Iranian population weight in
many countries of the Arab world, providing an opportunity for an Iranian
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presence that uses sectarian slogans and pretexts to defend its presence
when other connections are absent.

e The Sunnite-Shi’ite conflict, and Iran’s support for Shi’ite expansion in
the Arab world, especially in the Gulf states, contributed to the
deterioration of Arab Iranian relations, and the Islamic Revolution in Iran
in 1979 expanded this circle of tension and conflict between the two
parties, due to the revolution’s adoption of geopolitical principles that
carry in their content the Iranian desire and ambition of Shi’ite
sovereignty and hegemony over all parts of the Islamic world, especially
the Arab countries and the Gulf countries in particular.

Keywords: Iran, Arab countries, Sunnite, Shi’ite, political geography
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