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Continuity of consciousness in William James's Principles of
psychology
Abstract

The primary datum which William James found in experience was
that "Consciousness of some sort goes on and states of mind succeed
each other", then he listed five characteristics of the process of
thought:
1-that it is a part of a personal consciousness.
2-that it is changing.

3- that it is continuous.

4- That it deals with objects which are independent of itself.

5-that it is interested in some parts of its objects excluding other
parts.

With the third one William James distinguished himself from the
British empiricists who believed thought is composed of separate
independent parts and is not a sensibly continuous "Stream" with no
division or break or crack as William James depicted it.

With the notions of the transitive states, substantive parts, the
Fringe , and knowledge by acquaintance and knowledge about,
William James introduced his analysis of consciousness comparing it
with the flight of a bird.

Consciousness is continuous and according to the first characteristic
of thought, it is a part of personality and every thought has its own
brand, has its own objective and its own subjective aspect
simultaneously.

With the first aspect it is known by the second one, without and
need to a substantial self or a transcendental ego. Self is nothing more
than our experiences .when these pass they become objects for the
present thought who appropriates them , but he will be had by his
successor.
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