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Western Celebrations (Halloween) in International Schools in Egypt
(The Functions and Cultural Roots)
ABSTRACT
This present study aims to explore the phenomenon of celebrating

Halloween in international schools in Egypt. The theoretical
framework of the study includes concepts, previous research findings,
and functional theory. The study has employed the qualitative
approach through interviews with officials from several international
schools, parents, and children. The study has reached the following
conclusions:

Halloween is a pagan holiday associated with Western culture and
does not carry any values that can be taught to students. Halloween
celebrations are not suitable for schools, and they do not fulfill the
functions of celebrations as defined by Durkheim and Etzioni. Many
Western celebrations, including Halloween, were created and
established for political, economic, and social purposes specific to
Western countries. There is a variation in the opinions of school
officials and parents of students, ranging from supporters, opponents,
and those who are undecided; and many of them have a superficial
understanding of this celebration. Schools' celebration of Halloween
stems from their association with the culture that follows their
educational system, the desire to increase the number of
extracurricular activities for the school, and to obtain a high evaluation
from the educational system and students' parents. The main function

of international schools' Halloween celebrations is to spread
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globalization thinking and achieve global citizenship, as well as to
spread Western culture among Egyptian students.
Keywords: Western Holidays - International Schools - Halloween -

Functions of Celebrations - Durkheim and Etzioni.
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