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Abstract

This study aims to shed light on the rhetorical discourse
strategies employed by Rifa'a Rafi' al-Tahtawi (1801-1873) in his
groundbreaking book "The Trustworthy Guide for Girls and
Boys," which stands as the first Arabic book written in the field of
education. Throughout his works, and particularly in "The
Trustworthy Guide," al-Tahtawi is aware that he addresses a
society resistant to change, where deep-rooted customs,
traditions, and rigid intellectual beliefs prevail. In this context,
the author employs a persuasive discourse, utilizing logical tools
such as quasi-logical arguments, rhetorical syllogisms, and
evidence-based reasoning. He also harnesses linguistic devices
including connections and persuasive elements, as well as
rhetorical figures like metaphor, simile, and rhetorical excellence.
Additionally, certain grammatical forms like the superlative
noun, agent noun, and passive participle are employed. All of
these elements are used to lead the recipient toward conviction
and subsequently the change that the society requires, as
persuasion is the ultimate goal of every argument. This
discourse, with its logical and rhetorical constituents, is the focus
of this study, aiming to explore its dimensions and
manifestations through a descriptive analytical approach.
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