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Brill, 2016. P1
(2% Heleen Murre-van den Berg, From a Spoken to a Written Language, The
Introduction and Development of Literary Urmia Aramaic in the Nineteenth
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%) ibid, pp357,358
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Abstract

This research aims to explain the structural patterns used to
express the past tense in the Urmic dialect, how they are formed,
and the various morphemes used in them, as the verbal system in
the North-Eastern Neo-Aramaic dialects "NENA " differs from the
classical Syriac, in which the traditional morphological form of the
past, present, and future tenses have disappeared. Actual
derivatives were replaced by them in various structural patterns,
and the active participle, past participle, and infinitive nouns were
used with another group of morphemes such as auxiliary verbs,
separate prefixes, the participles lam(J), and relevant participles
suffixes, to denote the several types of tenses.

This is done through the text of the Gospel of Mark in the Neo
Aramaic version of the New Testament, and with a comparison with
its counterpart in the classical Syriac language, in the corresponding
text in the version of the New Testament written on the Eastern
Syriac school, to identify the similarities and differences between
them.

The research begins with an introduction to North-Eastern Neo-
Aramaic dialects "NENA” and the previous studies that explored
them, and then it presents a quick overview of the verb, its verbal
forms, derivatives, and tenses. It moves afterwards to presenting
the structural patterns of the past tense as mentioned in the text of
the Gospel of Mark, and ends with a conclusion that explains the
most significant findings of the research.

Keywords: Modern Eastern Aramaic dialects - Urmic dialect -
verbal forms - tenses - derivatives - syntactic patterns .
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