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Attachment Patterns as Predictive Variables of Oppositional Defiant
Disorder Symptoms in a Sample of Childrens
Abstract

This research aims at investigating the relationship between
attachment patterns and oppositional defiant disorder symptoms in a
sample of Normal Children, children with oppositional defiant disorder
symptoms, and oppositional defiant disorder childrens. And
investigating the role of attachment patterns in predicting
oppositional defiant disorder symptoms in the three groups. Also,
investigating the differences in attachment patterns and oppositional
defiant disorder symptoms between the three groups. The study
sample consisted of (150) children divided into three groups, the first
group: the normal children group consisted of (60) children. The
second group: the group of children with oppositional defiant disorder
symptoms, which consisted of (60) children, and the third group: the
group of patients diagnosed with the disorder, which consisted of (30)
children. Ranging from (7-9) years old. The researcher used a measure
of Attachment Patterns, and Oppositional Defiant Disorder Scale. The
statistical analyzes showed that there is negative significant
relationship between Secure attachment pattern and oppositional
defiant disorder symptoms in the Three groups (normal children,
children with oppositional defiant disorder symptoms, and
oppositional defiant disorder children). And There is positive
significant relationship between anxiety attachment pattern, avoidant
attachment pattern and oppositional defiant disorder symptoms into
the three groups. The results revealed that attachment patterns
(secure, anxiety, and avoidant) predicted the oppositional defiant
disorder symptoms among the three groups. Study findings showed
that there were statistically significant differences in Secure
attachment pattern between the three groups (normal children,
children with oppositional defiant disorder symptoms, and
oppositional defiant disorder children) favoring normal children. In
addition, there were statistically significant differences in anxiety
attachment pattern, avoidant attachment Pattern between the three
groups favoring the children with oppositional defiant disorder
symptoms, and oppositional defiant disorder children. Study findings
showed that there were statistically significant differences in total
score on oppositional defiant disorder scale between the three groups
favoring oppositional defiant disorder children, and children with
oppositional defiant disorder symptoms, and there were statistically
significant differences in total score on oppositional defiant disorder
scale between children with oppositional defiant disorder symptoms,
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and oppositional defiant disorder children favoring oppositional

defiant disorder children.
Key words: Attachment Patterns, Oppositional Defiant Disorder.
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