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Industrial pollutants and their impact on the environmental health of an
urban society
A field social study in Damietta
Abstract

The main objective of the study is the goal of identifyingind ustrial pollutants
inthe urban community and theirimpact on environmental health. From this
main objective a group of sub-goals are branched out, which are:

1) Learn about the industry and its importance to society.

2) Shed light on the industries in Damietta.

3) Identify the industries that cause urban pollution.

4) Exposing the implications of those industries on environmental health.
5) Clarify the most important mechanisms and strategies used to confront

these pollutants.

The researcherrelied on what was stated by "David Harvey D." He relied on
the Marxist trend in explaining the problems associated with life in the city,
such as poverty, crime, slums, housing, pollution, etc., and concluded that
these problems are not a consequence of urbanization, but rather of the
repercussions of the prevailing socio-economic system on the geographical
area of the city.

This study falls under the name of "analytical descriptive research". In this
study the researcher used the "social survey by sample" method, and the
researcher relied on the questionnaire tool and seminars from academic
specialists from different disciplines (Arabic language, sociology, media,
geography).

The current study reached a set of resultsin the light of which the objectives
of the study were achieved; Her questions were answered, and the most
important of these results can be explained as follows:

- The graphical data revealed that the average monthly income of the
families of the sample ranges (from 2000-3000 pounds), and that most of the
familiesranged from 3-6individuals, which explains that the main reason for
this group leaving to work in these factories is the pressure of living life.
Where the income does not match the basic life requirements of these
families, and this is what David Harvey explained that the problems
associated with urban life, such as poverty, pollution, etc., are not a
consequence of urbanization but of the repercussions of the prevailing socio-
economic system.
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- Theresults of the field study revealed the existence of various work injuries
between physical injuries and psychological injuries, in the absence of health
and insurance care inthese factories, and that most of the services provided
are in the form of bonuses or sick leave, and this by its nature is not
sufficient to deal with these injuries. The field study also revealed that the
most common problems facing workers in the factory are: A - the noise and
danger of machines, B - poor wages compared to the risks that workers are
exposed to, c - repeated injuries, d - abuse and failure to meet workers
"demands - especially - health and insurance. In addition, these factories
expose their workers to severe and chronic diseases.

- Theresults of the field study found that these factories have a positive role
in the development of the national economy, and in spite of that these
factories affected social life, as the industrial urban lifeled to many negative
effects on the family, represented in: A- The absence of the family
breadwinner for long periods of time from the family. This results in many
negative aspects, b- the deterioration of the health of the family
breadwinner, c- the disintegration of the family, and the results of the field
study also showed that there are negative repercussions for these factories
on the cultural system represented in education, represented in: 1- The
enrollment of dropouts towork in those factories due to their low wages, 2-
The effect of factory pollutants on neighboring schools, 3- The change of the
culture and values of society and the tyranny of material thought on the
human and moral side.

- The results of the field study revealed that the confrontation strategy
includestwo aspects, one of which is a preventive aspect, and the otheris a
therapeuticaspect, and the preventive aspectis the holding of seminars and
awareness in all its forms, as the results of the field study revealed that
holding seminars and educating the respondents were neglected. The results
of the field study showed that there are statistically significant differences.
And a weak consensual relationship in terms of the age-stage relationship
withignoringthe holding of seminars, as most of the sample members of the
age group (from 20-30 years) from the practical faculties see that there is a
clear and deliberate disregard for holding awareness seminars, While the
therapeutic aspect is the concerted efforts of the state and society to
confront the negative aspects of these factories, the state, from the
viewpoint of the respondents, must take the following measures: 1- Building
these factories in places designated for them away from residential
communities, 2- Enacting laws that deter violators, and society has a role to
play.Inany case, it islessthan the role of the state and its institutions, w hich
isrepresentedin: a - that the state and society have one hand in combating
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pollutionanditssources, b - disposing of polluting waste to society in a safe
manner, c - encouraging environmentally friendly industries and products.

Keywords: industrial pollutants - environmental health - urban society -
environmentally friendly industries
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