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Abstract

The present paper attempts to reconsider the concepts of
indefiniteness and definiteness based (only) on rules of
significance, as they alone can provide a satisfactory concept
for both indefiniteness and definiteness. Most grammarians
had confined indefiniteness to commonness and ambiguity
while definiteness had its sub-sections. Still, unlike what was
previously assumed, some definite items may be common
and ambiguous. Hence, they may not be called definite. The
real problem, then, is with the definite. It is what really
needs rules and criteria for definiteness in the light of
significance only. In other words, if a word is associated with

what makes it definite, it lies in the domain of definiteness.

Keywords: indefiniteness, definiteness,  conceptual

uncertainty, usage
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