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Egyptian women in debt between social responsibility and criminal conviction
A study of selected cases in Mansoura Public Prison
Abstract

The present study aimed at identifying the phenomenon of women in debt
in light of its association with both the social responsibility (rights and duties) and
criminal conviction, and in light of the relationship between the phenomenon
and the vulnerability of life opportunities for some women.

In line with this general objective, the study handled twenty-four cases of
female offenders in Mansoura Public Prison, whose ages ranged between twenty-
four and fifty-seven years, confirming that the studied phenomenon is not
related to a specific age as far as it is related to the social and economic contexts
stemming from their social reality.

On the other hand, the study relied on analyzing and explaining the
phenomenon in light of the theories William Isaac Thomas of women's criminality
and social needs. He explained that the most prominent need for women is the
need of security, especially family security.

The study also made use of Robert Nerton's interpretive vision of anomie.
Lower classes are unable to achieve their goals and satisfy their needs in
legitimate ways, so they resort to achieving these goals and needs by innovating
illegal means and methods. The innovative response pattern emerges for
achieving such goals.

The study also referred, in some aspects, to the theoretical and research
heritage available on the studied phenomenon. The studied revealed some
important results. These results include:

1. The phenomenon of women in debt has emerged in the field of criminal
sociology in light of realizing their social responsibility towards their
families. This is supported by the factors of emotional attachment, unity
and solidarity with them voluntarily.

2. The study emphasized the relationship between social sympathy for
women in debt and their criminal conviction, in light of the initiative of
"Egypt with no women in debt" under the guidance by the political
leadership and in the light of the release of the majority of the women in
debt. The reconciliation was made in Mansoura Public Prison during
conducting the field study.
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3. The study concluded that the first steps to limit the spread of the

phenomenon of women in debt are depleting the sources of the

phenomenon, by working eagerly to satisfy the basic needs of poor
women.
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