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Geomorphology of the eastern escarpment of Kharga
Depression

Abstract

The eastern escarpment of Kharga Depression is the most
pronounced landform unit in southeastern portion of Egypt's
Western Desert. Its length exceeds 185 kilometers, and its average
height is 400 meters above sea level. Its area is about 3140 km?,
occupying about 20% of the total area of the depression which
attains 17000 km®.

The escarpment cuts through by many dry valleys that flow west
to the bottom of Kharga depression. These valleys have an
important geomorphological factor represented in the emergence
of the Nogoub (natural gaps used by ancient trade routes). These
Nogoub are the connecting passages between the Kharga
Depression and the Nile Valley. These seven Noqoub are: Al-Yabis,
Al-Rufaf, Abu Sarwal, Al-Matana, Al-Mudawara, Dosh and Gaga.

The escarpment is distinguished by various geomorphological
subunits and hosts different features such as sand dunes, yardang,
springs, Tufa, and playa-lakes.

The piedmont zone includes many archeological sites such as
Deir al-Munira, the temple of Dush, in addition to important
attached and detached blocks.

Key words: Geomorphology of Kharga Depression, the eastern
escarpment of Kharga Depression, Geoarcogy OF Kharga
Depression
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