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The Concept of Argument
From the Perspective of Speech Acts
A Study in Informal Logic
Abstract

This paper deals with the concept of argument and its
importance as one of the most important axes of the study of
informal logic at all. This paper focused on the concept of the
argument in a group of logicians who interpret the argument as a
speech act, Among the most prominent of them are Van
Eemeren, Rob Grootendorst who see that the argument can be
analyzed as a speech act by describing it as an illocutionary act
complex composed of elementary illocutions, and they have set
conditions for performing this act they called them the felicity
conditions, which consisted of identity conditions and conditions
of correctness. So is Hitchcock, who treats the argument as a set
of speech acts, not only actual but also hypothetical sets of
speech acts, that can be used for multiple purposes. While the
premises must be assertives, the conclusion of an argument
could be any kind of speech act, whether directive, commissive,
expressive, or declaration. He believes also that the argument
can be taken an alternative to coercion on the one hand. and to
irrational or non-rational persuasion on the other hand. Hence,
we find that the practice of argument has an important place in
the democratic social and political system, in addition to its
importance in making personal decisions.

Key Words: informal logic, argument, speech acts, premises,
conclusion.
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